Them ixtureso f3 -nitrophthalic acid (0.2 mmol, 42.2 mg), 1,4-bis(1H-imidazol-1-yl)benzene( 0.1 mmol, 21.0m g), Ni(OAc) 2 ×4H 2 O(0.1 mmol, 24.9mg), KOH (0.1 mmol, 5.6 mg), and CH 3 CH 2 OH (3.5 ml),H 2 O(3.5ml) were sealed ina23ml Teflon-lined autoclave, heated to 393K for4days, and then slowly cooled down to room temperaturef or crystallization. Green block-shapedcrystals of thetitle compound were obtained.
Discussion
In the past decade, much attention has been drawn to the area of design and synthesis of metal-organic coordination polymers, owing to their interesting topologies and crystal packing motifs, as well as potential applications as functional materials [1, 2] . The selection of the special ligand is very important for the construction of these coordination polymers. Aromatic multicarboxylate ligands have gained more and more attention as ligands in constructing appealing metal-organic frameworks (MOFs) due to their excellent coordination capability [3] [4] [5] .3 -Nitrophthalic acid (3-NPAH 2 )was chosed because the existence of aelectronwithdrawinggroup (-NO 2 )onthe aromatic backbone,which will have aprofoundimpact onthe electron densityofsuchaligand [6] . In the meantime, exo-bidentate bib (= 1,4-bis(1H-imidazol-1-yl)benzene) ligands, which have been extensively introduced into them etal-polycarboxylate assembled systems,c an modify thes tructuresa nd properties of ther esultingm aterials [7] . The crystal structure of the title compound shows an one-dimensional chain structure. The asymmetric unit contains one Ni(II) cation, one completely deprotonated 3-nitrophthalate (3-NPA)dianion, one bib molecule and two coordinating water molecues (O7W and O8W) and one uncoordinated water molecule (O9W)a s shown in the Figure. (1) 0.0400(9) 0.0042 (7) 0.0046 (7) 0.0203 (8) 
